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Your obituary of former New Or- 
leans District Attorney Jim Gartson 
omitted the most significant contribu- 
tion of his public life. Well before, the 
Kennedy assassination, Garrison tvoh 
a vital battle for free speech and criti- 
cism of government. 

I During his attempts to limit. vice on 
Bourbon Street, Garrison angrily 
charged that some New Orleans judges 

prosecuted hint for criminal libel, 
which is roughly defined as a mali- 
cious defamation. Garrison appealed 

!%;fils conviction to the United States Si*: 
preme Court. In overturning the con- 
viction, the Court held that criminal li- 
bel of public officials could Ibepun- 

■; wrong or^cted '^th^eck^^ 


court: thatfhe spoke out of 
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